
 

Sexual assault is broadly defined in Canada as sexual touching without consent. 
In comparison, Japanese rape laws are gender-specific, relativize the significance 
of lack of consent and do not include non-penetrative sexual offenses. In this 
seminar, the history of judicial and theoretical interpretation of Japanese rape 
law, including recent reformation efforts, will be introduced and analyzed in 
comparison with Canadian laws. 
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Toshinori Wada is a Professor of Criminal Law at Keio 
University Law School (Tokyo, Japan). Prof. Wada started 
his academic career in 1998 as a Research Assistant 
Professor at the University of Tokyo and from 2001 to 
2006, was an Associate Professor at Hokkaido University 
Faculty of Law. Since 2006, Prof. Wada has been teaching 
courses on criminal law, economic criminal law, traffic law 

and agricultural law at Keio University Law School. Prof. Wada’s research areas 
include voluntariness in criminal law, such as the voluntary abandonment 
defense, and punishment and deterrence. His recent publications include 
“Railways and Criminal Law” (NHK Publishing, 2013), “Rape in Railways and 
Public Indecency” (Keio Law Journal, 2015), and “Sexual Offenses in Canada” 
(Criminal Law Journal, 2015). 

 

 

*Refreshments and a light lunch will be served. Please RSVP: cals@allard.ubc.ca  
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