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The National Centre for Business Law invites you to attend a lecture with

Annelise Riles, Jack G. Clarke Professor of Law in Far
East Legal Studies and Professor of Anthropology,
Cornell, and Director, Clarke Program in East Asian

Law and Culture

Collateral Knowledge: Legal Reasoning in
the Global Financial Markets

Monday, February 20, 2012
12:30 — 1:30 pm
Four Seasons Hotel, Seasons Room

Professor Riles will focus on her book of the same title. Drawing on

. ten years of fieldwork in the Japanese derivatives market, she
: argues for the importance of legal reason in global market
. governance. Her research shows how financial governance is made

not just through top-down laws and policies but also through the

daily use of mundane legal techniques such as collateral by a variety
. of secondary agents, from legal technicians and retail investors to
financiers and academics and even computerized trading programs.

In particular, thinking about the uses of collateral in the financial
markets as a regulatory device for stabilizing market transactions
helps to shed light on the nature of legal reason itself as collateral

knowledge--knowledge on the sidelines, pervaded by technicalities
. that have been so far largely impermeable to critical thought. This
collateral is paradigmatic of a class of low-profile, mundane, but

indispensable activities and practices that are too often ignored in

. debates about globalization, neoliberalism, and how markets should
. be governed. Professor Riles’ aim is to democratize our

understanding of legal technique, and to demonstrate how these

day-to-day private actions can be reformed to produce more
. effective forms of market regulation, and more exciting social theory.

: Annelise Riles’ work focuses on the transnational dimensions of

legal theories, doctrines and institutions. She has conducted legal

and anthropological research in China, Japan, and the Pacific and
. she has written extensively on cultural problems in the law.

Cost is $40 including a light lunch. Please register at
www.ncblevents.com. This event qualifies for 1 CPD credit.




