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Adam Dodek teaches Public Law and Legislation, Legal 

Ethics and Professional Responsibility, and a seminar on 

the Supreme Court of Canada. He is a member of the 

Faculty's Public Law Group, the director of The 

Professionalism Initiative and the co-founder of the Legal 

Writing Academy.  Professor Dodek is a member of the 

Chief Justice of Ontario's Advisory Committee on 

Professionalism and a founding member of the Canadian 

Association for Legal Ethics.  He is also a member of the 

Board of Governors of the Law Commission of Ontario,  

Professor Dodek's areas of research include public law, the 

legal profession, the judiciary and legal ethics. Professor 

Dodek is writing a book on Solicitor-Client 

Privilege.  His current research projects involve Conflicts of 

Interest, the regulation of the legal profession, judicial 

ethics, the enactment of the Canadian Charter Rights and 

Freedoms and the Supreme Court of Canada.  

In 1978, Warren Zevon rocketed to the top of the charts with his song "Lawyers, Guns and 

Money". Lawyers have always been associated with power. This paper explores the different 

ways that lawyers exercise power in Canadian society. It divides the analysis into three 

sections: (1) Lawyers' collective exercise of power as a profession; (2) lawyers individual 

exercise of power through the lawyer-client relationship; and (3) lawyers individual exercise of 

power through participation in public life.  


