
Canning	
  for	
  Success	
  

An	
  Academic	
  Success	
  Lecture	
  



What	
  is	
  a	
  Can?	
  

•  Short	
  for	
  “condensed	
  annotated	
  notes”	
  	
  
•  Well-­‐structured	
  set	
  of	
  notes	
  that	
  will	
  assist	
  
you	
  in	
  studying	
  and	
  preparing	
  for	
  exams	
  

•  May	
  include:	
  
– Class	
  notes	
  
– Cases	
  
– SecAons	
  of	
  statutes	
  
– Outside	
  materials	
  (e.g.	
  Hogg	
  for	
  ConsAtuAonal)	
  

	
  



Make	
  Your	
  Own	
  Can	
  

•  Why?	
  	
  
– Through	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  creaAng	
  a	
  Can,	
  you	
  will	
  
learn	
  the	
  law,	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  approach	
  a	
  legal	
  
problem	
  

– There	
  is	
  liKle	
  Ame	
  to	
  read	
  your	
  Cans	
  during	
  
exams:	
  what	
  makes	
  you	
  remember	
  your	
  Can	
  is	
  
making	
  it	
  	
  

•  This	
  doesn’t	
  mean	
  you	
  can’t	
  draw	
  from	
  other	
  
Cans	
  	
  

•  Your	
  Can	
  will	
  become	
  your	
  primary	
  study	
  aid	
  
for	
  exams.	
  Start	
  Canning	
  now.	
  

	
  



Using	
  Another	
  Can	
  as	
  a	
  Template	
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Each	
  Can	
  is	
  Unique	
  
•  There	
  is	
  no	
  one	
  way	
  to	
  prepare	
  a	
  Can	
  
– We	
  all	
  learn	
  and	
  remember	
  differently	
  
– Exams	
  differ	
  	
  

•  Canning	
  =	
  Synthesizing,	
  organizing	
  and	
  
compiling	
  your	
  notes	
  and	
  readings	
  

•  To	
  make	
  a	
  Can	
  you	
  need	
  
(1)  Class	
  Notes	
  &	
  Textbook/Casebook	
  
(2)  Syllabus	
  and/or	
  Table	
  of	
  Contents	
  from	
  

Casebook	
  
(3) Outside	
  Source:	
  e.g.	
  Peter	
  Hogg,	
  Cons'tu'onal	
  

Law	
  of	
  Canada	
  



Steps	
  to	
  Canning	
  
(1) Create	
  an	
  OrganizaAonal	
  Scheme	
  
•  Use	
  syllabus	
  or	
  table	
  of	
  contents	
  to	
  IdenAfy	
  
Categories	
  or	
  Concepts	
  as	
  Headings/Subheadings	
  	
  

•  Build	
  your	
  Can	
  around	
  Concepts	
  NOT	
  cases	
  
(2) Include	
  brief	
  Class	
  Notes,	
  DefiniAons,	
  Rules,	
  

ExplanaAons	
  under	
  each	
  Heading.	
  	
  
(3) Add	
  Cases	
  and	
  HypotheAcals	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Ask:	
  What	
  concept	
  was	
  this	
  

	
  case	
  meant	
  to	
  illustrate?	
  
	
  



Steps	
  to	
  Canning	
  cont…	
  

(4)  Flesh	
  out	
  your	
  Can	
  

•  Fill	
  in	
  missing	
  informaAon;	
  clarify	
  uncertainty;	
  
add	
  detail	
  and	
  insight	
  

•  Include	
  policy	
  consideraAons,	
  your	
  professor’s	
  
parAcular	
  view	
  

•  Look	
  for	
  relaAonships	
  among	
  concepts/terms	
  



Excerpt	
  of	
  a	
  Can	
  for	
  Torts	
  
Assault	
  
Elements:	
  
(1)(Voluntary)	
  
(2)IntenAonal	
  creaAon	
  in	
  the	
  mind	
  of	
  another	
  of…	
  
(3)Reasonable	
  apprehension	
  of…	
  
(4)Imminent	
  physical	
  contact	
  
•  Reasonableness	
  element	
  is	
  measured	
  on	
  an	
  objecAve	
  standard,	
  whether	
  the	
  P	
  reasonably	
  

would	
  have	
  thought	
  an	
  aKack	
  might	
  take	
  place.	
  
•  In	
  Holcombe	
  v.	
  Whitaker	
  (D	
  threatened	
  to	
  kill	
  P	
  if	
  she	
  sued	
  him,	
  and	
  hit	
  the	
  wall)	
  the	
  court	
  

held	
  that	
  where	
  words	
  were	
  intended	
  to	
  cause	
  reasonable	
  apprehension	
  of	
  imminent	
  
physical	
  contact	
  the	
  P	
  established	
  assault.	
  This	
  rejected	
  the	
  tradiAonal	
  rule	
  that	
  
condiAonal	
  threats,	
  future	
  threats,	
  and	
  words	
  alone,	
  without	
  some	
  over	
  act,	
  do	
  not	
  to	
  
consAtute	
  assault.	
  The	
  court	
  reconsidered	
  the	
  tradiAonal	
  rule,	
  rather	
  focusing	
  on	
  the	
  
impression	
  created	
  in	
  the	
  P’s	
  mind.	
  In	
  this	
  case,	
  the	
  court	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  the	
  D	
  
had	
  no	
  right	
  to	
  tell	
  her	
  she	
  could	
  not	
  carry	
  out	
  her	
  legal	
  right	
  to	
  sue	
  and	
  that	
  an	
  act	
  
(banging	
  the	
  door)	
  could	
  give	
  meaning	
  to	
  mere	
  words.	
  

•  In	
  Police	
  v.	
  Greaves	
  (D	
  tells	
  police	
  that	
  will	
  stab	
  if	
  move	
  one	
  step	
  closer)	
  the	
  court	
  held	
  
that	
  a	
  condiAonal	
  threat	
  could	
  saAsfy	
  the	
  requirement	
  for	
  the	
  elements	
  of	
  assault	
  if	
  there	
  
was	
  a	
  reasonable	
  apprehension	
  of	
  being	
  harmed.	
  



Steps	
  to	
  Canning	
  cont…	
  

(5)  Review	
  and	
  Revise	
  Your	
  Can	
  
•  A	
  Can	
  is	
  a	
  Work	
  in	
  Progress	
  

•  Don’t	
  be	
  afraid	
  to	
  add,	
  delete	
  or	
  move	
  informaAon	
  
•  Start	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  condensing	
  your	
  Can	
  

•  Use	
  underline,	
  bold	
  and	
  highlighAng	
  to	
  make	
  
info	
  stand	
  out	
  

•  Make	
  sure	
  you	
  understand	
  everything	
  now	
  



Excerpt	
  of	
  a	
  Condensed	
  Can	
  
Assault	
  

Elements	
  
(1)Inten1onal	
  creaAon	
  in	
  the	
  mind	
  of	
  another	
  of…	
  
(2)Reasonable	
  apprehension	
  of…	
  
(3)Imminent	
  physical	
  contact	
  
–  Holcombe	
  v.	
  Whitaker	
  –	
  where	
  words	
  intended	
  to	
  cause	
  
apprehension	
  of	
  harm	
  in	
  P,	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  necessary	
  to	
  have	
  an	
  
overt	
  act,	
  and	
  words	
  may	
  consAtute	
  assault.	
  

–  Police	
  v.	
  Greaves	
  –	
  condiAonal	
  threat	
  may	
  consAtute	
  
assault	
  if	
  reasonable	
  apprehension	
  of	
  harm.	
  



Your	
  Can	
  is	
  Your	
  Study	
  Guide	
  
•  Aim	
  to	
  have	
  your	
  Can	
  for	
  each	
  course	
  finished	
  
prior	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  term	
  

•  Read	
  your	
  Can	
  in	
  Hard	
  Copy	
  with	
  your	
  books	
  
and	
  class	
  notes	
  open;	
  Mark	
  it	
  up:	
  
– Add	
  where	
  unclear	
  or	
  info	
  missing	
  
– Rearrange	
  to	
  make	
  more	
  sense;	
  create	
  diagrams	
  
or	
  charts	
  

– Delete	
  unnecessary	
  informaAon	
  



Condense,	
  Refine	
  and	
  PracAce	
  
•  Condense	
  your	
  Can	
  into	
  High	
  Level	
  Summary	
  
– ConAnuous	
  process	
  
– Not	
  a	
  straight	
  reducAon;	
  rather	
  you	
  should	
  
organise	
  material	
  conceptually	
  

•  Create	
  Flowcharts,	
  Diagrams	
  and	
  Checklists	
  
•  Use	
  your	
  Can	
  to	
  tackle	
  HypotheAcals	
  and	
  
PracAce	
  Exams;	
  then	
  refine	
  

•  Open	
  v.	
  Closed	
  Book	
  exam?	
  



Resources	
  	
  
•  Upcoming	
  Academic	
  Success	
  Lecture	
  –	
  Exam	
  
Wri'ng	
  Tips	
  
– Tuesday,	
  Nov.	
  15	
  @	
  12:30,	
  Allard	
  122	
  
– Tuesday,	
  Nov.	
  22@	
  12:30,	
  Allard	
  104	
  	
  
	
  (both	
  sessions	
  are	
  idenAcal;	
  please	
  aKend	
  one)	
  

•  Get	
  Matched	
  with	
  a	
  Peer	
  Tutor	
  :	
  free	
  &	
  
confidenAal	
  



QuesAons	
  


